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Instructor Information:

· Name: Timothy Meegan
· Email: tsmeegan@cps.edu
· Office hours: 1,4,5th period, by appointment
Text Book: World Cultures- A Global Mosaic; Global History and Geography
Required Readings: Primary and secondary sources provided by teacher
Required Materials:   pens, pencils, notebook, 3 ring binder, folder only for World Studies
Course Outline/Syllabus

2009 -2010
Course Title and Description: 
This course is a survey of world history with a multicultural approach to studies of traditional and modern cultures.  Geographic and chronological studies of Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, the Middle East, and North America will be included.

 Course Purposes
· Broaden students’ knowledge of the world and the connections that exist between past and present.
· Examine concepts that are addressed most fully in a chronological format, such as class struggle, parallel development, and dead labor.

· Expand variety of map reading skills and develop an appreciation for the role of economic and technological forces on people’s lives.

· Move from the perspective that powerful individuals drive history to the idea that social forces are the engine of history, and individuals are figureheads for social movements.

· Understand how production and consumption influence culture today. (Ex: music that is consumed receives greater exposure, which influences culture)

· Understand the accelerated negative impact human activity is having on the environment.

· Understand how history impacts global politics and affects people’s lives (trade embargoes, ethnic tension and rivalry, globalization)

Grading scale

92-100 A

84 - 91 B

76 - 83 C

68 - 75 D

67 below F

Grades obtainable on http://www.snapgrades.net
Attendance Policy

Students are expected to be in class and on time every day. Students who are frequently absent or tardy will have a difficult time achieving success in the classroom. In addition, being absent from class for any reason will have a direct impact on your point total for the class. In all social studies classes, students receive 5 points each day for attendance. These points are awarded to a student who is on time and participates in the class activity for that day. If a student is late, the maximum number of points they can receive for the day is 2. If a student refuses to participate or disrupts the class they may receive 0 points. For example, the1st quarter has 41 school days. If a student is present, on time, and participates in class they would receive 205 points. On the other hand, a student who is absent 10 times and tardy 5 times would only get 140 points out of the possible 205 (71%). Since these points can make up approximately one-fifth of your grade for a quarter, regular, timely attendance is a must! 

Late Assignment Acceptance Policy

In all social studies courses, no late work will be accepted after the end of the current unit. If a student misses the assigned due date for any assignment (including projects) they may still hand in the assignment for half credit until the determined end point of the current unit (as determined by the teacher-if you have a question, ask.) “Make-Ups” for unit tests or assessments must be made up outside of class on a date specified by the instructor. Arranging for make-up due to absence is the responsibility of the student.

Class Binder

Each student is required to maintain a class binder. This is a 3 ring binder that has a section dedicated for use in this class only. A spiral bound notebook IS NOT a binder. If you need assistance obtaining these items, please see me. This binder will contain any handouts, class notes, or assignments and will serve as your record of your performance in this class. Maintaining this binder will also help studying for tests, and quizzes.  The binder will be collected periodically to be graded for content.

Learning Outcomes 
Students will be able to:

· Describe concepts and analyze how history has affected the world we live in.
· Apply the five themes of geography.

· Read and create several types of maps.

· Explain how the way people produce and consume goods and services influences the way they live.

· Evaluate the impact human activity is having on the environment.

· Apply themes found in history to current events, in order to make sound decisions and become proficient global citizens.

· Understand cultural differences as a product of environment.
Class Rules

Wear I.D. at all times

No food or beverages in class except water
Be on time, in seat, prepared to work each day.  No locker passes.

Don’t interrupt/Be respectful of teacher and your fellow students.

All Roosevelt rules, dress code, and Uniform Discipline Code apply.
Tentative course outline: 1st Semester
Week 1: Hemispheres, continents, oceans, earth's axis/seasonal change          Week 16: Ancient China
Week 2: Landforms and major physical features


        Week 17: Ancient Greece
Week 3: Elevation, distance, special purpose maps, map keys

        Week 18: Roman Empire
Week 4: Latitude and Longitude




        Week 19: Maya
Week 5: Mid-Quarter Exam




        Week 20: Semester Exam
Week 6: Charts, graphs, map projections

Week 7: Social Science disciplines, Primary/Secondary Sources

Week 8: Five Themes of Geography

Week 9: Human migration and Hunter-Gatherer Societies

Week 10: Hunter-Gatherer/Quarter Exam

Week 11: Intro to Agriculture: Guns, Germs, and Steel

Week 12: Ancient Mesopotamia, Assyrians, Hittites

Week 13: Ancient Egypt

Week 14: Indus Valley Civilization

Week 15: Mid Quarter Exam

